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The Advent Conundrum.

I had a great deal of fun re-
searching about the history of
the Advent Wreath this past
month. I'm really glad I did it
for a couple of reasons, as well.
When 1 first felt like preaching
on the meaning of the Advent
Wreath for this year, I naturally remem-
bered how special Advent was to me grow-
ing up. But then, as | thought about it, I
realized that every church | had ever been
at had a little bit different tradition and un-
derstanding of the Advent wreath. So, I fig-
ure | should re-
search the “real”
history, so when
we did it here it
would be the right
one.

Well, boy
was | surprised.
Surprised to find
that there was no
right tradition.
There was no sin-
gle history. Sure,
every tradition |
read about had
great background,
and many had strong theological reasons as
to why they meant what they meant. But
these various traditions were often quite
dissimilar to one another. I didn’t expect
that at all. | was equally shocked that
when | asked long time SVLC members
what they remembered about Advent here,
their ideas were equally varied. It was a
pretty fun surprise. And, as you hear about
these various traditions on the Sundays in
Advent this year, I hope you're surprised by
what you learn as well.

That’s also a good reminder for me in
this whole season. Advent and Christmas

combined make up one of the great times of
the year. A time that, for most people, calls
up wonderful memories and ideas from
Christmases long before (unless you're Ebe-
nezer Scrooge that is ). But everybody’s
Christmas memory is unique. It’s special
for them because it’s their specific memory.
And yet, we often find at church that people
hope to relive some of their memories with
what we do here, even as they also hope to
make new memories for the future.

It can be a sticky wicket, then, to try
and plan Advent and Christmas events
every year with so many traditions and
memories to con-
sider. We do hope
that what we do here
will be both a great
reminder of Christ-
mas past and present
for each of you. And,
we figure we've got at
least one Ace in the
hole to help with that
as well: Jesus.

All the traditions
around Advent
wreaths, or Christ-
mas services, or spe-
cial events, have at
least one thing in common. In the end, it’s
all about Jesus. The cliché is true: He
really is the Reason for the Season. So,
hopefully we’ll hit some of the great tradi-
tions and memories that you love this Ad-
vent and Christmas. But in all of it, we’ll
definitely be focusing on the birth of the
Savior of the World. And if you're doing
that, how can you wrong?

We'll see you in church,

Pastor Bill

Pastor’s Page



Music Notes

| Can Name That Tune In...

Chapter 4, Verse 56: "It [s an uncomfort-
able thing to know one is a fool."

Since the 1950's, the famous television
game show "Name That Tune" has fea-
tured contestants trying to guess the
name of a song based on just a few notes of the song's
melody. Hearing only a few notes at a time played on a
piano might be fun for a game show. But is it really the
way that music was meant to be listened to?

Chapter 15, Verse 97: "True courage is in facing
danger when you are afraid."”

The odd thing is that many of us
read the Bible this way. We see indi-
vidual verses printed on posters or the
covers of greeting cards. We memorize
short passages for Sunday School or
Confirmation, or for our own personal
edification. We come to church on
Sunday mornings and hear maybe a
paragraph or so at a time. But, just like
listening to only a few notes of a song,
it's not a good way to get a sense of
what the Bible is really all about.

Chapter 4, Verse 18: "There is no place like home."

In case you haven't figured it out, the individual
"verses" above are from one of my favorite childhood
books, The Wizard of Oz. Many of you probably know
the story, whether from the book itself or from the 1939
MGM movie starring Judy Garland. But isn't it interesting
how different each of these sentences sound when taken
out of the context of the story in which they belong?
And even if you read a larger section, as below, note
how distracting it is to have it divided up into individual
verses:

190ne of the big trees had been partly chopped
through,
2And standing beside it, with an uplifted axe in his
hands,

was a man made entirely of tin.
?LHjs head and arms and legs were jointed upon his
boay,
2but he stood perfectly motionless, as if he could not
stir

at all.
ZDorothy looked at him in amazement, and so did
the

Scarecrow,
*while Toto barked sharply and made a snap at the
tin

legs, which hurt his teeth.
"Did you groan?” asked Dorothy.
Z%nyes, " answered the tin man, "I did. I've been
groaning

for more than a year,
27and no one has ever heard me before or come to
help

2"hat can I do for you?" she
enquired, softly,
“for she was moved by the
sad voice in which the man
spoke.
*"Get an oil-can for my
Joints,” he
answered.

Having the Bible divided up
into verses can be convenient
when we're searching for a
specific passage, and learning individual verses of the
Bible is a great way to grow spiritually. But the fact is
that the best way to learn the story of Dorothy and her
companions is to read 7he Wizard of Oz in its entirety,
as it was written, from start to finish—and the best way
to learn the story of God's love for His people is to read
the Bible in the same way. If this seems too overwhelm-
ing a challenge, then consider making it a New Year's
resolution for 2010 to read through at least one or two
complete books of the Bible, since each gives us a micro-
cosm of what the overall story is about. Better yet, plan
on joining us during the church season of Lent as we
begin working all the way through the New Testament
together as a church. The Bible is a story, one from
which God wants us to learn as His plan for us continues
unfolding from generation to generation.

Ron Mallory, ;;Qs;(%?



Christmas Concerts
featuring SVLC Members

Dec. 8: Forest Ridge School Christmas Concert (featuring
Ron Mallory, handbell director): www.forestridge.org
Dec. 4, 5, 6: Ensemble Ballet Theater presents "the Nut-
cracker” (featuring Tom Brown): www.ebtballet.org

December 5: Maple Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra at
SVLC: www.mvyso.org
Dec. 11-12: "Behold the Lamb" (see below)

LBW "Setting Two,"
One Last Time...

The Lutheran Book of Worship 's stal-
wart "Setting Two" of traditional liturgi-
cal texts, with its rousing "This Is the
Feast," was composed by Ronald A. "Ronnie" Nelson and
became nearly synonymous with Lutheran worship in Amer-
ica during the 1980's and 90's. The LBW (and its supple-
ment, With One Voice) was officially retired by our denomi-
nation in 2006, and SVLC has begun experimenting with
new musical resources. But during the church seasons of
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, we'll be singing through
LBW's "Setting Two" together one final time at our 8:45am
services. Enjoy!

Shepherd of the Valley

and

CedarCreek Covenant Church

present Andrew Peterson's

SVLC Musician

Profile
Name: Ruth Thompson

Music Groups: Shepherd-®s
Singers; Saxophone Quar-
tet

Day Job: Laboratory Technologist at
Valley Medical Center

Family: Husband Rob; Two married
children, Patricia and Zacharias

Music Background: Piano lessons from
her mother iIn grade school; Saxo-
phone in band from 5th grade through
end of high school; Choir in high
school; Has sung and played with
groups at SVLC on and off since 1988

Interests: Home decorating; Travel;
Cooking; Sewing; Photography

Quote: "I love to laugh, anything
purple, and corny jokes!"

A Christmas concert for all ages!

Saturday,
December 12
at /pm

Also join us Friday,

December 11 at 7pm
for an Open Dress
Rehearsal

Performances held at SVLC.
A freewill offering
will be taken




Kids Club

Shake This Planet

What kid can resist it? A fist-sized glass orb filled with
water and white particles, enclosing a miniature scene
of a favorite vacation spot, Mickey Mouse®, or
Christmas. Some play music, some stick to your
fridge, others are inflatable yard decorations, but
whatever their size or shape, snow globes are
fascinating. Maybe it's the appeal of an enclosed world
protected from outside danger, or maybe it's the power
to really shake things up.

Which is what happened when God sent Jesus to this
planet. What is that verse about the world groaning?
"We know that the whole creation has been groaning
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time" (Romans 8:22, NIV). Think about what was
going on at the time. For example, slavery was a
common and widely accepted practice throughout the
ancient world. By the time Jesus was born, one out of
three people in the heart of the Roman Empire was a
slave. One-third! One of every five people elsewhere
on the globe was enslaved. In fact, the Roman
economy (among others) was based on slave labor.
Some Bible scholars and other historians suggest that
the world was nearing a tipping point, that when the
enslaved population is greater than the free,
civilization becomes unsustainable. But God looked
down and shook the planet. "You see, at just the right
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly" (Romans 5:6, NI1V). He came to set us free,
from the most profound slavery, the perfect
illustration of God's compassion for us.

So this December, 252 Basics will revolve around
Jesus' birth as a perfect example of God's compassion,
which is caring enough to do something about
someone else's need. Specifically:Week 1: God saw our
need. You have to SEE a need before you can DO
anything about it. Compassion requires us to look and
see, too. God saw our greatest need. Whose needs
do you see?

Week 2: God sent His Son, even though it would cost
Him. Compassion costs us something, too. God gave
us the greatest gift. What will you give?

Week 3: God gave us hope when He sent us a Savior.
Compassion is contagious; it spreads hope. God gave
us great news. Who will you tell?

Week 4: God laid bare His great love for us when He

gave us Jesus. Compassion demonstrates God's love
when we show it for others. God showed the world
His love. How will you show the world?

When we work together to show compassion, we can
make a difference in this world. So shake it up!

Preschool
8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

OUR AWESOME LEADERS

Thank you to our amazing Kids
Club volunteers!
You are the best.

Kristi Rowland
Rebecca Downer,
Hailey Campbell,
Renee Lumia

Kindergarten—1st Grade

8:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

2nd & 3rd Grade

8:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

4th & 5th Grade
8:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Debbie Farlee and
Sam Fix

Eunju Vandenbosch &
Christine Woodward

Dana Wooster &
Nicola Wakelin
Matt Mahrer &
Clarissa Huson

Heather Hawley,
Kathleen Galloway &
Kaitlin Dige

Kelly Galloway and
JT Vance

Important Kids Club Dates

December 6

December 13

December 20

December 27

Kids Club & Kids
Church

Kids Club

Kids Club

No Kids Club




Ids Club /Church

What’s that?!

Kids Club classes are where kids and adults grow and learn about God to-
gether. Here are a few shots of our amazing Kids Club teachers and students.

..

What’s that?

This is Kids Church! The first Sunday of the month kids and families of all ages are invited
to join in this large group presentation for the month’s virtue. Come for fun and a little
drama! Next Kids Church is December 6t" at 9:50 downstairs in the big room. January’s
Kids church is on the 10t!




Lutes Yutes

New Years Eve Party!

What 're your

= Dear Congregation,

= | will be resigning my position as youth director in

= the near future. After much consideration, | have

= decided that | need to return to school full-time.

= This decision did not come quickly or easily; | have
= been thinking and praying about this for several

= months. My timeline is flexible, as | would greatly

= like to help in the transition process in any way that

*| can.

= | know firsthand how hard it is to step into a for-

= eign youth ministry and immediately take charge. |
= would therefore like to stay onboard until a re-

= placement can be found, and at that time volunteer
= alongside him or her for a short time and aid in a

= smooth transition.

= | would like to thank you for the opportunity to

= learn and grow here. The time and the experiences

: you have given me are invaluable. | am grateful that |
= was able to work alongside such great individuals in

= an excellent work environment. | lament the friend-
= ships and student relationships which will be stalled

= by this decision.

Respectfully yours,

# =4
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= Drake Oswald
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Unlimited Pizza? Free arcade games? Unlimited Pop? Free go carts, batting cages, laser tag?

Tons of Bouncy Toys? Tons of your Friends counting down with you?
6th - 12th Grade, Invite your amigos!
4pm - 12:30am, December 31st
$49, Permission Slip

for ast day

Socks, Gloves, & Mittens

The Youth will be hosting a
collection of new socks, gloves,
and mittens to donate to the

Maple Valley Food Bank. So
bring some warm appendage
coverings to the youth room
(located in the basement). Do-
nations made after December

18 are gladly accepted, but

wonot make it t

Christmas.
Thanks!

o

Youth Christmas Party

Both Jr. High and Sr. High will be having
a Christmas party on December 14, at
7pm. Dinner will be provided, and
awesome! Also, bring a $5 and under

white elephant gift exchange.

Post-Christmas Christmas Movie Night

Come watch Chevy Chase play Clark
W. Griswald in the best Christmas
Comedy ever! Jr. High & Sr. High invited,
free pop and popcorn! Bring your

friends too!




- Mission Focus

A Hel ping Hand fo

Jesus calls us to feed the hungry, provide drink to
the thirsty, invite in strangers, clothe the needy,
care for the sick, visit those in prisons (Matthew
25) .

At SVLC all the benevolences and missions we
support are chosen based on those principles. And
this month is no exception. In December your
generous contributions will go to the Good
Shepherd Fund, a fund set up to help those within
our own congregation (occasionally outside of our
congregation) in times of specific financial need.

The Good Shepherd Fund was started about 5 years
ago and has been used for needs ranging from
support Seminarians of during their schooling as
well as providing financial assistance to SVLC
families when they’ve been near financial crisis.

The Pastor is able to distribute the fund for
amounts less than $500, and amounts greater than
$500 are approved by the mission board. Although
people can ask for assistance specifically from the
Good Shepherd Fund by contacting either the
Pastor or a member of the Mission team, most gifts
are given from anonymous nominations (people
who know there is a need.)

This fund has been a blessing to a number of people
this past year, and the gifts have been graciously
received each and every time.

Other Mission Happenings

Christian Friends of Troops

December 5— Take part in a packing party at
SVLC starting at 10 a.m. Lots of hands are
needed to send Christmas packages to the
troops on our list. The mission still needs cook-
ies for this packing.

Corner of Love

Corner of Love is get- |
ting ready for two medi- 2
cal-dental brigades in
February. They are col-
lecting medical supplies,
financial donations to help serve those less for-
tunate in San Ramon, Nicaragua. Check out
www.corneroflove.org to see how you can help.
Or call Tanya Amador at (206) 419-1133 or
tanya@corneroflove.org

Disaster Response

Did you know that SVLC and other area
churches are working together to prepare a dis-
aster response plan in case of flooding along
the Green River? More updates on that in the
future.

Find mission happenings on the bulletin
board in the hallways

Maple Valley Food Bank Needs Holiday Meals and Gifts

The Maple Valley Food Bank needs your help with holiday food and
Christmas presents items this month. In 2008, the Food Bank, together
with the community, distributed 452 Christmas meals and provided over
3600 gifts and countless stocking stuffers to 923 children. With the cur-

rent economic situation the demand will be even higher this year. The

Food Bank is in need of need of new, unwrapped gifts for children ages 0Z
15, by December 18. In addition, the Food Bank needs holiday meal items by December 21. For
complete details see http://maplevalleyfoodbank.org/donate.php



mailto:tanya@corneroflove.org

SVLC Worship Crew Members:

Below is the list of who's signed up for December
(updated as of mid-November). Please contact your
head greeter, usher, or communion server if you'll be
unable to serve on a Sunday for which you're sched-
uled, or if you can help fill in one of the holes listed in
the schedule below.

Volunteering for the Worship Crew is a great way
to get involved at Shepherd of the Valley! Contact
Ron Mallory at 425-432-1373 or music@svicfamily.org |
if you'd like more information about serving in one of
the positions listed below. Visit www.svicfamily.org/
services to view a detailed description of Worship
Crew duties.

And thanks for all you do to make our worship ser-
vices welcoming for all those who come to SVLC each
week!

Sunday, December 6

8:45am Service

Greeters: Loyd and Betty Eliason

Ushers: Bill & Yvonne Simmermon

Communion Servers: Hans Maurer, Ingrid Maurer,
Jeanne Weber

10:30am Service

Greeters: Young Family

Ushers: Mark & Jayne Morvice

Communion Servers: Heidi Young, Nancy Weaver, Lisa
Oswald

Sunday, December 13

8:45am Service

Greeters: Wakelin Family

Ushers: Nancy and David McMonigle

Communion Servers: DeAnn Dige, Kari Ashcraft, Anne
Clayton

10:30am Service

Greeter: Debra Merlini and Trisha Merlini

Ushers: Devin Murray and Mark Peterson
Communion Servers: Melissa Murray, Karin Peterson,
Debra Merlini

Sunday, December 20

8:45am Service

Greeters: Susan Standish

Ushers: Tom Jenson & Brad Kirkwood

Communion Servers: Susan Standish, Linda Richard-
son, Chris Richardson

10:30am Service

Greeter: Haines Family

Ushers: Dave Reid and Terry Hill
Communion Servers: Debbie Farlee, Jill Hill,
Chris Salzer

Thursday, December 24: TBA
Sunday, December 27

8:45am Service

Greeters: Tom & Laura Jenson

Ushers: Glenn Ross & David McMonigle
Communion Servers: Marda Kirkwood, Bill Lyon,
Jeanne Weber

10:30am Service

Greeter: Terry and Jill Hill

Ushers: Mark Lewis and Ben Lewis

Communion Servers: Earlene Koper, Lynn Broadhead,
Lynne Mayer



PRAYERS
OF PRAISE
AND
THANKS-
GIVING -
For all our
vets

OUR CHURCH'S NEEDS - Suc-
cess of the up-coming Corner of
Love auction

OUR NATION:

God's blessing on all those who
ran for office, and His guid-
ance for those who won the
election

FOR ALL PEOPLE

Protection or recovery from flu
FOR OUR TROOPS:

Erik Paulson

Matthew Uran - brain injury
(Barbara Jensen)

MEMBERS IN NEED OF
PRAYER:

Jim Winter - health problems
Paul Laufer - recovering from
surgery

Ryan Salzer - recovering from
complications after surgery

Rob Clausen - health problems
Terry Hill - seeking employment
Linda Muma- recovering from
shoulder surgery

Scott Smith - seeking employ-
ment

Chris Richardson - seeking per-
manent employment

Sammi Templeton - 2 year old
with health problems

Prayers and Celebrations

Jill Hill - laid off and seeking employ-
ment

Rebecca Downer - laid off and seek-
ing employment

Rick Downer- seeking employment
Tricia Jenkinson - Multiple health
problems

Pastor Wes and Florence Tollefson
Deaths

Family and Friends of Jim
Bergsma (Jami Senger's father)
FRIENDS & FAMILY:

Leanne Hilden - scleroderma (friend
of Sarah Walles)

Carla Stone - cancer (Sarah Walles)
Vicki - seeking employment (cousin of
the Salzer family)

Lilly Westfall - three-year-old under-
going chemotherapy (Barbara Jensen)
Larry Mroczek - cancer (Tanya
Amador's father)

Fred Mead - hospitalized with pneu-
monia (Ross Olive's stepfather)

Mary Jane Waldron - being consid-
ered for experimental eye treatment
(Marda Kirkwood's mother)

Joe Douglas - Diabetes and cancer
(Nancy Weaver's brother-in-law)
Sharon Ogden - breast cancer (friend
of the Harneds)

Churck Carolan - on hospice and not
eating well (Michelle Reid's father)
Lois Costello - cancer (Bill Simmer-
mon's sister)

Erin Geary - stage |V pancreatic can-
cer (Jamie Harmon's friend)

Janelle Arciniega - health issues
(Rick Downer's niece) keep on

Sonia Brakowski- cancer (Tricia Jen-
kinson's sister)

Diane Larson - health concerns
(Junette's daughter)

Elaine Eltringham- cancer (T. Jenkin-
son)

MISSIONS:

Corner of Love; Christian Friends of
Troops; Quilters; Vine Maple Place, Af-
rica, Mexico, & Russia Missions; Boy
Scout Troop 711; Preschool; the people of
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation; Mis-
sionaries and persecuted Christians all
over the world

"He answered their prayers because

they trusted in Him."
IChronicles 5:20b

this A onth
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Connor Johnson-—--——--- 01
Linda Boman —--—-——- 02
Sue Dahl-----—————- 05
Jordan Hoglund -—---—- 10
Laura Mahrer -——————- 11
Karin Bakken-------- 15

Gary Haines -—-—--—- 15
James Lumia —--—-—--— 16
John Hed - -——-—————- 17
Kent Sizer -———————- 18
Mary Campbell -—---- 20
Autumn Harned -—-—-- 20
Jake Smith - ———————- 21
Mary Angelosante——--- 22
Louise Brown ——-—-—--— 22
Bob Darcy -————-—-- 23
Mark Dige -—--—--—- 27
Danny Mjelde -—-—--- 27

®  Chris & Linda Richardson 09 ®
: Gary & Lynne Mayer 11 :
@ Gregand Jackie Cleveland 12 ¢
® Lynn & Louis Broadhead 13 ¢
®  Gary & Kirsten Haines 18 @
¥  Brad and Marda Kirkwood22 ®
: Lynn & Jane Mjelde 27 :
Bill & Yvonne Simmermon 29

4 . \ 4
¢ Kentand Katie Sizer 29 ¢
® Susie & Dana Henke 30 e
4 4

Kurt Paulson--—-—--- 27

Ethan Murray -—-—--- 28

Jami Senger —-—-—---—- 29

Kenny Soldano ------ 30

Christopher Farlee -—-- 31

Chris Salzer ——--—-—-- 31



December Flowers

Mahrer Family
Celebrating Laura's birthday

SVLC Staff & Council
In Thanks of Karin Peterson's work here at SVLC

Anne Clayton
In Celebration of Christmas

Flowers 27 Available

The Sounds of the Season December 5 at 7 p.m.

Please join the Maple Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra as they present the Sounds of
the Season, a Holiday Sing-A-Long Concert. Come hear and sing-a-long to the joyous
sounds of the season. Concert will be held here at SVLC at 7 p.m. Saturday, December
5. $5 suggested donation

Women's Christmas Party

The ladies of Gathered In Grace (GIG) will meet for our annual Christmas party on
Wednesday, December 2, at 6:30 PM, at the Cedar Grill (located at Wilderness Village).
All women are welcome whether you attend GIG or not. We will have three tasty en-
trees from which to choose. Each includes a green salad, coffee or tea, and dessert for a
cost of $17.25. The price includes tax and gratuity. Those with special dietary needs
may order off the regular menu if the selections are unsuitable. Other beverages will be
extra.

If you would like to participate in the traditional ornament exchange game, bring an
inexpensive, wrapped ornament. And come prepared to “steal”. (That’s part of
the fun and the only time the church approves of stealing.)

Our regular Bible study program resumes in January. Watch for announce-
ments.




An opportunity to see a well that Corner of Love has
helped fund and give a donation that will help the commu-
nity pipe the water closer to the school and build a pump
house. THANK YOU SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
V.B.S. KIDS for your gift. It was a joy to bring forth your
collection of approximately $400 US.




December Calendar
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23855 SE 218treet

Maple Valley, WA 98038
Phone: (425) 4B273

Fax: (425) 40321

Office & Newsletter Email:
Office@svicfamily.org

r— — —
STAFF MEMBER
Bill Walles Pastor pastor@svicfami
Ron Mallory Musibirecto music@svlcfamil
Kathy Fix Parish Administrator office@svicfamil
Drake Oswald Youth Director Drakewald@gma
Sarah Walles Praise Band Director wallesbs@comca
Heather Weiss Kids Club Director weisshb@comcast.fhe
Rick Downer Custodian
Dale Fix Maintenance Daleefix@comcast.ne
Michelle Reid Nursery Attendant
Jenny Reeves Nursery Attendant
Katie Smith Nursery Attendant
Missionarie®/ the people of SVLC

[ —

2009 SVLC COUNCIL
Brett Boltdrice PresidentKevin Fareeesident Bill Simmermon
Linda Boman Barb Mendsecretary  Curt VandenBosch
Lynn Broadhead Chris RichardBmasurer Jamie Wooster

Yvonne Simmermon



