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To Know Christ and Make Christ Known 

2010 

Congregational meeting January 24  
This is the meeting where we determine a great deal of the 

business of the church for the upcoming year. Congregational 

members will be asked to vote on our church budget, elect 

new council members, and elect a new nominating commit-

tee. This is a very important meeting and your thoughts, and 

input, and prayers are needed. Please plan to attend.  

There will be only one service that day at 10 AM with a 

pot luck following the annual meeting, childcare will also be 

provided for nursery age children. See you then.  

(The fine print) -The annual congregational meeting of the 

church is normally scheduled for the third Sunday in Janu-

ary (as stated in our Constitution.) This year that falls on 

MLK Jr. weekend, and it may be difficult to conduct all of our 

needed business on that day. So, in order to abide by our con-

stitution, we are instead calling for the Special congrega-

tional meeting on the 24th. This is one of the reasons why we 

are looking at revising the constitution, to allow for such 

changes with greater ease in the future.  



 

Pastor's PagePastor's Page  

Would you get more excited about going into Se-

attle to eat at Dickõs burgers or going into Seattle 

to eat at a Food Court?  Anytime I ever ask that 

question I have almost universally received the 

same response.  Everybody wants to eat at Dickõs.  

Itõs a Seattle institution, itõs a hit with young and 

old, male and female alike.  Iõve eaten at my fair 

share of Food Courts over the years, and theyõre 

all fine, donõt get me wrong.  But I canõt say that 

Iõve ever sought one out.  Iõve never thought to 

myself how excited I would be if only I got to eat 

there on a given day.  And I donõt think Iõm alone 

in that.  

Well, itõs not a perfect illustration, but I think 

that image is one that our church 

needs to consider in the upcoming 

year.  By now I hope youõve had a 

chance to reflect on our budget 

proposal for the church for 2010.  

For a variety of reasons, most of 

them well outside of our control, 

this is going to be a year when 

our church will be trying to fulfill 

our mission with a little less staff 

and a little less budget.  It wonõt 

be easy, but with God as our fo-

cus weõll still be able to do it.  

But, in terms of that mission, it is a very neces-

sary time to ask what we want that to be.  To put 

it another way, do we want to be Dickõs Burgers 

or do we want to be a Food Court?  

Most churches try to be a Food Court.  They try to 

have something for everybody.  And I donõt mean 

a worship service that young and old can attend, 

that should be a given.  But, in general, most 

churches try to have ministries, and staff dollars, 

and programs devoted to just about every poten-

tial demographic under the sun.  They try to have 

Kidõs programs, and Youth programs, and 

Womenõs programs, and Menõs programs, and 

Married couples programs, and Singles programs, 

and Senior Citizens programs.  They offer music 

programs, and sports programs, and Bible stud-

ies, and just for fun events.  If thereõs a ministry 

being done somewhere in the community that is 

successful, most churches feel they need to offer 

their own alternative.  Now, this isnõt necessarily 

a bad way of doing ministry.  However, I feel in a 

year when we are being forced to consider operat-

ing with less staff and less money, we should at 

least ask the question: is that what God is calling 

us to do? 

Itõs very possible that we can fulfill Godõs purpose 

for our church best by operating a little more like 

Dickõs Burgerõs.  They have a focus, a limited 

menu, and they are quite unashamed about it.  

They know that there are 1000 places in Seattle 

to eat, and they donõt want to compete with all of 

them.  They just want to be best at what they do.  

And, as you talk to many people in this area, itõs 

clear that their reputation for that has been 

achieved. 

Again, I donõt know what that 

would mean for this church.  I donõt 

think it means cutting or removing 

programs that are already in exis-

tence, although with the staff re-

ductions we will be forced to do 

some of this as they are related to 

staffed areas.  The bigger question 

is what will we do in our future?  

As a church we did some great 

work discerning Godõs vision for 

Shepherd of the Valley for the next 

several years through our Vision ð Action plan.  

Of those 6 things we felt God was calling us to, we 

canõt realistically do all of them well in this sea-

son of our life together.  And, when I think of 

Dickõs Burgers, Iõm no longer convinced we should 

try to do them all.  Instead, letõs ask some tough 

questions.  Are there one or two that we can focus 

on which will help us fulfill Godõs specific mission 

for this church?  Can we do those few things to 

the best of our ability, and in so doing create a 

reputation in our community that people are at-

tracted to be a part of it?  Can we glorify God best 

by working very hard on just a few things, in-

stead of trying to do everything?  These are good 

questions to ask, and your Council and staff have 

been struggling with them for the past several 

months.  We look forward to your input as we 

continue in that conversation.  

Weõll see you in church, 

Pastor Bill  
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LBW "Setting Two,"  

One Last Time...  
    

The Lutheran Book of Worship  was 

the standard hymnal for most Lutheran churches in the 

United States from 1978-2006.  Its stalwart "Setting 

Two" of traditional liturgical texts, including the rousing 

"This Is the Feast," was composed by Ronald A. "Ronnie" 

Nelson for this hymnal, and became nearly synonymous 

with Lutheran worship in America during the 1980's and 

90's.  The LBW (and its supplement, 

With One Voice ) was officially retired 

by the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America) in 2006, and SVLC 

has begun experimenting with new mu-

sical resources.  But in January through 

mid-February, we'll be singing through 

LBW's "Setting Two" together one 

final time at our 8:45am services.  

Enjoy! 

Music Photo of the Month  

Musicians from CedarCreek Covenant Church in Maple Valley combine with musicians from SVLC  

or a performance of Andrew Peterson's "Behold the Lamb of God" on Friday night, December 11! 
 

Ronald A. Nelson,  
composer of 

LBW Setting 2 

     2009 was another big year for SVLC's music 

program.  However, 2009 was also a year of challenges.  

By now you've probably heard about the staffing cut-

backs that we'll be making for 2010 as we continue to try 

to be the best possible stewards of the financial re-

sources God has given us. 

     Unfortunately, the most significant change to our 

music program will be the elimination of Sarah 

Walles' position as Contemporary Worship Leader.   

Beginning in February 2010, leadership of the 10:30 ser-

vice will be moved back over to my job description.  Ob-

viously, these additional duties will require me to cut 

back in other areas.  We will continue to do our best to 

provide opportunities for everyone who wants to be in-

volved in music ministry, but the roles and structure of 

some of our musical groups may need to change as we 

strive to do more with less.  Please pray for God's wis-

dom to be with Pastor Bill, myself, and the other leader-

ship at SVLC as we discern God's direction and continue 

working to glorify Jesus during this time.  

 

                                              -Ron Mallory, Music Director  



 

Kids Club  

Less is more. We're fond of saying that around 

here. And much of the time, we're more effective 

living by it. But sometimes MORE is more. Want 

a voluminous vocabulary? Read more. Want to 

nail the lines for your part in a sketch? Rehearse 

more. Want to master the "Cha Cha Slide"? Prac-

tice more. You get the drift. And just like you 

need to lift more if you want bigger biceps, you 

need to do some things more if you want to 

know God better , like:  

Read His Book . Can you think of a more founda-

tional, first -step way to get to know Him? Plus, 

"God has breathed life into all of Scripture. It is 

useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for 

correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making 

our lives whole again. It is useful for training us 

to do what is right" (2 Timothy 3:16, NIrV). What 

better example of the importance of engaging in 

God's Word than Jesus as a 12 -year-old in the 

temple? (Which happens to be the Bible story for 

week 1.) 

Remember His words . "By using Scripture, a 

man of God can be completely prepared to do 

every good thing" (2 Timothy 3:17, NIrV). Jesus 

showed us (particularly that time He was 

tempted in the wilderness) we not only need to 

(Step 1) read God's Word, we need to (Step 2) 

memorize it, internalize it, and take it to heart so 

that we'll be ready for whatever comes our way.  

Talk to Him . "Don't worry about anything. In-

stead, tell God about everything. Ask and pray. 

Give thanks to him" (Philippians 4:6, NIrV). To 

get to know someone and to strengthen your rela-

tionship with that person, you have to talk him or 

her, right? It's the same way with God. You gotta 

talk to Him. This week (week 3) will help kids 

better understand Jesus' answer when one of the 

disciples asked Him how to pray.  

Talk about Him with your friends . "I pray 

that you will be active in sharing what you be-

lieve. Then you will completely understand every 

good thing we have in Christ" (Philemon 1:6, 

NIrV). Saying what you believe out loud helps so-

lidify your beliefs. Could this be one reason Jesus 

asked the disciples, "But who do YOU say I 

am?" (The story for week 4.)  

Make Him more important than anything . 

"Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one 

you should serve" (Deuteronomy 6:13a, NIrV). 

This week (week 5) we'll be taking a look at what 

Jesus said about "the widow's mite" and how it 

helps us to worship the only one we should serve.  

These are all priorities and habits -- disciplines -- 

that can help us (A) get to know God better and 

(B) grow stronger. Kids need to understand that 

they don't have to wait till they're older to get to 

know God; God wants them to start now. He's 

ready to help them, every step of the way, NOW. 

So this January, 252 Basics is designed to help 

kids see how discipline, which is doing what you 

need to do now so you can grow stronger, can help 

strengthen their relationship with God.  

But that's not all. Because SOMETIMES more IS 

more. So in addition to helping kids understand 

and experience discipline as a godly virtue, each 

week in January will also offer practical experi-

ences in the 5 Faith Skills  we think every kid 

should master:  

1. Navigate the Bible (survey and locate)  

2. Personalize Scripture (memorize and apply)  

3. Dialogue with God (public and private)  

4. Articulate faith (share and defend)  

5. Worship with your life (praise and give)  

So get your shoes on, lace up, and let's step it up.  

 

Peace, Heather  

 

Step It Up  

Important Kids Club Dates  

January 3 NO Kids Club 

January 10 Kids Club & Kids 

 Church 

January 17 NO Kids Club  

January 24 Kids Club 

January 31 Kids Club 



 

Kids Club /Church 
What is this?  

A God Time Card!  

When the church and family partner together with a 

shared strategy to influence the hearts of their children, 

the effect will be greater.   We want to take every oppor-

tunity we can to create shared experiences for parents 

and kids.   We know that ultimately what happens at 

home is more important than what happens here at 

church.   For that reason we want to make sure that 

families  take home  a God Time card each week.   The 

God Time Cards provide kids and their families with 

four days of very quick, engaging devotions that include 

reading Scripture, doing a short activity to promote 

thought and application, and a prayer.   Look for it at 

the Kids Club registration table!  

I teach 2nd & 3rd grade kids club because I want to help our kids under-

stand how much God loves them, how unique and special they are and how 

they can use their unique gifts to give back to others what God first gave 

them.  

Nicola Wakelin  

Pictured with her husband, Jeff and daughters Natalie and Riley  

Why do I volunteer for kids club? I like it 

and I can do well to serve God.  

I love God and I love kids.  

Eunju Vandenbosch  

I see Kids Club Pre -K as an opportunity to direct the natural curios-

ity and wonder that God has instilled in each young heart towards 

learning about Him while finding joy and excitement in the process.   

Kristi Rowland  

Pictured with daughter, Elizabeth  

Why do you help out with Kids Club?  

What impact do you make with Kids Club?  

How can YOU make an impact on Kids Club?  

Contact Heather Weiss if you would like to make an impact  

on the kids here at SVLC.    

Phone: 253 -639-2123 

weisshb@comcast.net  

mailto:weisshb@comcast.net


 

Thank You  

Shepherd of the Valley Carolers, Thank You 

so much for coming to  sing for me and my 

family. You have brought so much Christ-

mas Joy to my home this Season. Celebrat-

ing Christ's birth with you, Kelly Paulson .  

What's Happenings 



 

Fun was had by all at the Advent Workshop  

What's Happenings 



 

What's Happenings 

When was the last time you read your bible?  

Coming soon, February 17th, SVLC's New Testament 

tour 2010.  

Reports for the Annual Meeting need to be in 

the office by January 11. A copy of the report 

will be available for the congregation to look 

at Sunday January 17.  
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Gathered In Grace  

(GIG)  

GIG resumes its regular schedule Wednesday, January 6, 6:30 -8 PM. We 

are continuing our study "Having a Mary Spirit". Join us for Food, Fun, 

Fellowship, and Faith -nurturing.  

January Flowers 
  3 Farlee Family  
 In Celebration of Chris's 21st & Debbie's Birthday 

10  Kay & George Trainer  
 In Celebration of their 10th Anniversary  

17  Allen & Stephanie Kenitzer  
 In Celebration of Nathan & Rachel's 11th Birthday 

24  Jill & Terry Hill  
 In Celebration of their 44th Anniversary  

31  Carol Shakerley  
  

GIG Chirstmas Party  



 

PRAYERS 

OF PRAISE 

AND 

THANKS-

GIVING -  

Elaine 

Eltringham 

- well again  

Mary Campbell - successful 

surgery   

Corner of Love Auction made 

approximately $65,000.   All for 

God's glory!   Thaks to everyone 

who participated!   Thanks and 

Praise to God!  

Jill Hill has found employ-

ment   

FOR ALL PEOPLE  - Safe travel 

over the holidays  

For those separated from loved 

ones during the holidays  

Protection or recovery from flu  

FOR OUR TROOPS:  

Erik Paulson   

Matthew Uran - brain injury 

(Barbara Jensen)   

MEMBERS IN NEED OF 

PRAYER:   

Dina Vance  - just diagnosed with 

diabetes 

Elsie Galloway  - health concerns  

Bob Harrington  recovering from 

surgery  

Mary Campbell - recovering from 

surgery   

Jim Winter - health problems   

Linda Muma   - recovering 

from  surgery  

Terry Hill - seeking employment   

Chris Richardson  - seeking perma-

nent employment  

Sammi Templeton  - 2 year old with 

health problems  

Rebecca Downer  -  seeking employ-

ment    

Rick Downer - seeking employment    

Tricia Jenkinson  - Multiple health 

problems     

Pastor Wes and Florence Tollefson    

DEATHS  

Family and Friends of Margie 

(Carol Soldano's Aunt)  

Family and Friends of Eldon Slade 

(friend of Jeanne Weber)  

Family and Friends of Madison 

Grace Niemi - Infant (SIDS).   Please 

pray  especially for her parents   and 

siblings (Friends of Linda Muma)   

Family and Friends of Fred Mead 

(Ross Olive's step father)  

Family and Friends of Leanne Hil-

den (friend of Sarah Walles)  

FRIENDS & FAMILY:   

Ed Murray - cancer with multiple 

complications (Devin Murray's father)   

Karen Johnson  - cancer (Georgia 

Skjelstad's sister)  

Jessica Walters  - child just diagnosed 

with leukemia (Marilyn Roderick's 

granddaughter)   

George Niemi - medical problems 

(friend of Linda Muma)   

Eileen Kollin - at the end stages of 

life; please also pray for her family 

(Linda Boman's mother)   

Lilly Westfall - three -year-old under-

going chemotherapy (Barbara Jensen)   

Larry Mroczek - cancer (Tanya 

Amador's father)   

Chuck Carolan - on hospice and not eat-

ing well (Michelle Reid's father)  

Janelle Arciniega  - health issues (Rick 

Downer's niece)   keep on 

Sonia Brakowski - cancer  (Tricia Jen-

kinson's sister)     

Diane Larson  - health concerns 

(Junette's daughter)  

MISSIONS:  

Corner of Love; Christian Friends of 

Troops;  Quilters; Vine Maple Place,   Af-

rica,  Mexico, & Russia Missions;   Boy 

Scout Troop 711;  Preschool;  the people of 

the Blackfeet Indian Reservation;   Mis-

sionaries and persecuted Christians all 

over the world  "He answered their 

prayers because they trusted in Him."  

IChronicles 5:20b   

Prayers and CelebrationsPrayers and Celebrations  

Jim Wooster 22 

Carol Shakerley 23 

Tristan White 23 

Kay Trainor 25 

Lisa Oswald 26 

Aidan Harmon 28 

Kylan Ashcraft 30 

 

 
Deborah Farlee 03 

Johanna Lozott 04 

Bennett Campbell 07 

Peter Carlson 07 

Christopher Harlin 07 

Patrick Skjelstad 07 

Diane Palmer Sherwood 08 

 Travis Gumke 09 

Brad Hernke 09 

Mike Pace 09 

Georgia Skjelstad 09 

Whitney Fix  10 

Ryan Salzer 10 

Elisa Lewis 11 

Katelyn Rayburn 12 

Daniel Steinke 13 

Cindy Darcy 14 

Ian Harmon 16 

Rachel Kenitzer 18 

Nathan Kenitzer 18 

Dana Weiss 19 

Alec Haines 20 

Tanner Mjelde 21 

Madely Carlson 22 

Angela Moore 01 

Pastor Bill & Sarah Walles 01 

George & Kay Trainor   08 

David and Kari Ashcraft  21 

Terry & Jill Hill  22 

Kevin and Debbie Farlee 31 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

Office 

Closed 

2 

7:30 AM Men's Bible 

Study-Black Dia-

mond Bakery 

1 PM Private Party-

TH 

 

3 

8:45 AM Worship/NO 
Kids Club 
10:30 AM Worship/NO 
Kids Club 
 
 
NO Jr. High 
NO Confirmation 

4 

5 PM Youth Symphony-

S 

 

 

NO Sr High Youth-YR 

5 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting-C 

 

 

 

5:45 PM Boy Scouts-TH 
6:30 PM Handbells-TH 

6 

9:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study-C 

6 PM Budget 

Fourm 

6:30 PM GIG-TH 

7 PM AA-DS 

7 

10 AM quilting-TH 

 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band-S 

7 PM Choir-TH 

8 

 

9 

7:30 AM Men's Bible 

Study-Black Dia-

mond Bakery 

 

10  

8:45 AM Worship/Kids 
Club 
9:50 AM Kids Church-DS 
9:50 AM 6th Grade Sprint 
10:30 AM Worship/ Kids 
Club 
 
6 PM Jr. High-DS 
7 PM Confirmation-DS 

11  

Annual Reports Due to 

the Office 

 

5 PM Youth Symphony-

S 

7-8:30 PM Sr High 

Youth-YR 

12  

11:30 AM Staff Meeting-C 

 

 

5:45 PM Boy Scouts-S 

6:30 PM Council-DS 
6:30 PM Handbells-TH 

13  

9:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study-C 

 

6:30 PM GIG-TH 

7 PM AA-DS 

14  

10 AM quilting-TH 

 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band-S 

7 PM Choir-TH 

15  

 

16  

7:30 AM Men's Bible 

Study-Black Dia-

mond Bakery 

 

17  

8:45 AM Worship/NO 
Kids Club 
10:30 AM Worship/NO 
Kids Club 
 
NO Jr. High 
12 PM Confirmation 
 

18  

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day  

Office Closed  
 

 

 

19  

11:30 AM Staff Meeting-C 

 

 

5:45 PM Boy Scouts-

Downstairs 
6 PM Preschool Meeting 
6:30 PM Handbells-TH 

20  

9:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study-C 

 

6:30 PM GIG-TH 

7 PM AA-DS 

21  

10 AM quilting-TH 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band-S 

7 PM Choir-TH 

22  

 

 

 

Sr High Youth 

Movie-Offsite 

23  

 

 

24  

10 AM Worship/ Kids 
Club 
NO Sprint 
Annual Meeting/potluck 
 
 
6 PM Jr. High-DS 
7 PM Confirmation-DS 

25  

 

 

5 PM Youth Symphony-

S 

NO Sr High Youth 

26  

11:30 AM Staff Meeting-C 

 

 

5:45 PM Boy Scouts-S 
6:30 PM Handbells-TH 

27  

9:30 AM Adult 

Bible Study-C 

 

6:30 PM GIG-TH 

7 PM AA-DS 

28  

10 AM quilting-TH 

 

6:30 PM Praise 

Band-S 

7 PM Choir-TH 

29  

 

 

 

7 PM Tahoma 

High School Music 
Rehearsal-S 

30  

31  

8:45 AM Worship/NO 
Kids Club 
10:30 AM Wor-
ship/NO Kids Club 
 
6 PM Jr. High 
7 PM Confirmation 

(P)=Portable, (TH)=Tollefson Hall, 
(C)=Conference Room (S)
=Sanctuary, 
(N)=Narthex, 
(B)=Bridal Room (Ns)=Nursery,  
(OS)=Outdoor Sanctuary 
(YR)=Youth Room, (DS)=Downstairs 

Sr High Youth Overnighter 



 

23855 SE 216th Street 

Maple Valley, WA 98038  

Phone: (425) 432-1373 

Fax: (425) 413-0121  

Office & Newsletter Email:  

Office@svlcfamily.org 

2009 SVLC COUNCIL 

STAFF MEMBERS 

Bill Walles Pastor pastor@svlcfamily.org 

Ron Mallory Music Director music@svlcfamily.org 

Kathy Fix Parish Administrator office@svlcfamily.org 

Drake Oswald Youth Director Drakewald@gmail.com 

Sarah Walles Praise Band Director wallesbs@comcast.net 

Heather Weiss Kids Club Director weisshb@comcast.net 

Rick Downer Custodian  

Dale Fix Maintenance Daleefix@comcast.net 

Michelle Reid Nursery  Attendant  

Jenny Reeves Nursery  Attendant  

Katie Smith Nursery  Attendant  

Missionaries  All the people of SVLC  

Brett Bolton-Vice President 

Linda Boman 

Lynn Broadhead 

 

Kevin Farlee-President 

Barb Mendez-Secretary 

Chris Richardson-Treasurer 

Yvonne Simmermon 

Bill Simmermon 

Curt VandenBosch 

Jamie Wooster 


